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Free Lecture 

  Movies at the Mechanics’ :  
More Than Meets the Eye! 

Peter Wolfenden, Cinema & Theatre Historical Society 

 

7.00 pm, Thursday 10 March, 2005  
Refreshments provided - seats are limited - BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

 

The next  of our free lectures will be an absorbing illustrated  
exploration of the strong historical connection between cinema and 

Mechanics’ Institutes, particularly in rural areas. 
 

Institute halls were often the places where out of town  
and country people experienced their first moving pictures, and  

movies stayed on for many years at some Institute halls,  
even through the introduction of television. 

 

Peter will examine details of some early screenings at Mechanics’  
Institutes in one area of Victoria, together with reports of the  

sometimes humorous reactions of those encountering the  
new entertainment for the first time. 

 

Peter Wolfenden is the Vice President of the Cinema and Theatre  
Historical Society, and has completed considerable research on  

very early cinema and cinema equipment in Victoria. 



 

 

 
The 2004 recipients of the Alan Shinkfield Awards for Excellence were: 
 

  Armadale P.S. — Gary Galenson & Amber Somerville (presented by Cathy Milward-Bason) 
  Malvern P.S. — James Campbell & Louise Kelly (presented by Dr Judy Buckrich) 
  South Yarra P.S. — Alice Khau (presented by Cr John Chandler) 
  Stonnington P.S.— Margaret Bolshinsky (presented by Cr Chris Gahan) 
  Toorak P.S. — Nicholas Holmes (presented by Christine Worthington) 
  Victorian College of the Deaf— David Grant (presented by Pam Baragwanath) 
 

 Each student received a certificate, $100 towards the 
expenses associated with entering secondary school, and a 
copy of the Institute’s history Pioneer and Hardy Survivor. 
Where there are two recipeints from a school, each student 
receives $50. Award recipients are chosen by their schools. 
 

 To celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Awards, each 
participating school was presented with a framed certificate 
containing the names of all the recipients of the award from 
their schools.  South Yarra, Toorak and Stonnington 
(formerly Prahran and Windsor) Primary Schools have all 
participated in the Shinkfield Awards for the entire 20 
years, and we very much appreciate their support. South 
Yarra Primary School celebrated their 150th anniversary in 
2004, and on behalf of the PMI committee Cr John Chandler 
presented a gift of $150 to the School’s library. 
 

 Alan Rodgers Shinkfield (1914-2000) attended the 
Prahran Technical School when he was growing up. His father, a dairy farmer, sent him there to 
improve himself, and to gain the skills to enable him to get a job. Alan led a very active and  
enjoyable school life, and never forgot the encouragement he received from many of his teachers. 
Many years later he served as a Committee member of the Prahran Mechanics' Institute (from 
1980-2000).  
 

 At a meeting of the committee in September 1984 he presented a plan for a series of annual 
awards to Grade 6 children at schools in the local area “to promote excellence in student  
citizenship and attainment at the local school level”. The plan stipulated that the award was to be 
used for the broad educational growth of the recipient. The Awards were initially known as the 
Student Awards for Excellence and were not given his name until 1988.  
  

 Though the choice of student was to be left up to teachers, a number of criteria were set. 
The award recipient should be an appropriate leadership model for young children, set a  
motivational model for higher achievement by all students (with all subject areas being of equal  
importance) and promote harmonious relationships 
amongst students and teachers. In addition the  
student should be self-disciplined, a model of  
cleanliness and politeness, determined and  

conscientious. 
 

 In 1984 Shinkfield himself 
presented an award at Windsor 
Primary School, while other com-
mittee members presented at 
Hawksburn PS (Cr Chris Gahan), 
South Yarra PS (Cr Chris Gahan), 
Toorak Central School (Cr Bill 
Dane), Armadale (Cr B. Theophi-
los) and Prahran West PS (Cr R 
Gill). 

NEWS AND EVENTS 
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Above: Pam Baragwanath presenting a 
Shinkfield award to Victorian College  

of the Deaf student David Grant  

Above: Cr Chris Gahan presenting a  
Shinkfield award to Margaret Bolshinsky  

of Stonnington Primary School 
Alan Shinkfield 

20th Anniversary of Alan Shinkfield Awards for Excellence 



 

 

Book Month 
 

July Book Month again in 2005. Prahran Mechanics’ Institute is running five  
FREE book club meetings on Saturday mornings in July. Books for discussion are: 

 

    The Piano Tuner / Daniel Mason 
   Mao’s Last Dancer / Li Cunxin 
   The Sunday Philosophy Club / Alexander McCall Smith 
   Reading Lolita in Tehran: a Memoir in Books / Azar Nafisi 
   The Turning / Tim Winton 
 

All of the above books have been purchased for the general collection and may by  
reserved for FREE—START READING NOW and join us in July for a series of friendly,  

interesting discussions over coffee.  See our next newsletter for further details and registration. 
 

2004 Member Survey Results 
 

We received 35 responses to the member survey in the last newsletter. Though this was a small  
number of responses, we would like to thank those who took the time to give us their feedback. 
 

1. USES OF THE LIBRARY - Most respondents said they used the library for more than one purpose, the main pur-
poses being leisure relating to history and family history research 

2. FREQUENCY OF USE - One third of respondents said they used the library once per month, and 17% said they 
used the library on a fortnightly basis 

3. COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT - Subject areas in the collection which respondents said they would like to see ex-
panded include: military/maritime/naval history ; Australian political history ; local history ; transport ; film and 
sound archive materials ; genealogy ; early editions of Annals of Bendigo 1,2,3,4 ; thematic collections ; illustra-
tive material ; Aboriginal history ; Prahran/Stonnington history ; Melbourne history 

4. WEBSITE USAGE - Over 60% of respondents said they had never visited our website, and over a third of those said 
they did not have access to the internet. 

5. WEBSITE COMMENTS - The only problems respondents who used the website had was the inability to see from 
the catalogue whether a book was out on loan (as we have a manual loans system) and some unspecified prob-
lems with the search facility on the catalogue. We also received several positive comments about the catalogue. 

6. NEWSLETTER - The newsletter is still PMI’s most effective way to communicate with members. Almost 90% of 
respondents always read the newsletter. 

7. NEWSLETTER COMMENTS - I have been looking at the books you have been acquiring and believe you are on the 
right track. A bit hard to tell from just the title and author just what the books are about. ; I use the newsletter to 
request the new books, I mark it and bring it in to get them ; Maybe work in progress by members? ; Member 
profiles ; Interesting local history projects carried out by members ; Perhaps some book reviews if possible ; Per-
haps retrospective mention of rare reference books on Australian history in the collection ; I like having the list of 
new acquisitions each time ; A small section on borrowing – length of time, how to do it, borrowers’ responsibili-
ties (saves checking back to see what to do!) 

8. OPENING HOURS - Only 14% of respondents said they would like longer opening hours, and these were out-
weighed by positive comments about the suitability of our opening hours. 

9. TIME CAPSULE - There were many interesting and novel suggestions for time-capsule items. The most popular of 
these was a picture of the PMI building and staff today, the Melbourne and local newspapers and several  

10.suggestions of books. Other suggestions included: timetables of local tram services, a bottle of Yarra River water, a 
mobile phone. It was even suggested by one member that our esteemed Secretary Librarian should be inserted! 
The time capsule project may have to wait until the building’s centenary, as the silver trowel has been recovered, 
and the committee are looking into having a replica made for display within the library. Time capsule suggestions 
will be kept on file for the future. 

11. FURTHER COMMENTS - Survey results plus further comments have been transcribed and are available at the 
front desk of the library for your perusal. 

 

Thanks again to all who responded. We intend to address problems raised in the survey in future 
newsletters through a frequently asked questions section and reports from library staff.  
In the meantime, please make use of the suggestions section at the bottom of your subscription  
renewal form, and feel free to approach staff at any time if you have any comments to make about the 
library. 

NEWS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
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SILVER TROWEL FOUND! 
  

 It was realiased last year that the silver trowel used by Sir Alexander Peacock to lay the 
foundation stone of 140 High Street, was missing from the City of Prahran. Institute staff  
discovered the trowel was missing during preparations for the 150th anniversary.  
The inscription on the trowel reads: 
 

"Presented to  
the Hon. Sir Alexander Peacock, KCMG, Premier of Victoria  

on the occasion of his laying the foundation stone  
of the Prahran Technical Art School 24 February 1915 

 Ernest H. Willis Architect 
 J.S.G. Wright Master Builder" 

 

 In January Stonnington Local History Officer Di Foster located 
the trowel inside an old safe, which had been removed from the  
Malvern Town Clerk’s office, and placed in the custody of the  
Malvern Archives some years ago. The safe was unable to be opened 
as no key could be found until recently. 
 The trowel will soon be collected by Institute staff in this, the 90th year since the trowel 
was used to lay the foundation stone. The staff and committee would like to thank all those 
who joined the search for the trowel last year.  Further information about the trowel, Sir  
Alexander Peacock, and the opening ceremony of the High Street building will appear in our 
newsletter later this year. 
 

PMI Press Update 
 Buildings, books and beyond: Mechanics’ Worldwide Conference 2004 is back 
from the printers and available for purchase from the Library. 
 You will understand why this publication has taken some time to produce when 
you see the size of it!  

NOW  AVAILABLE    
FROM THE  
LIBRARY 

PAPERBACK—$77.00 , CD—$60.00 

NEWS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
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last year. 
The papers cover a  

diverse  range of topics 
—as the title suggests—

relating to the operations,  
libraries, histories,  

archival records and  
buildings of  

mechanics’ institutes  
and similar organisations in  

Australia and overseas. 
 

We will officially launch the 
book in March.  

 

The next PMI Press project 
is currently under  

consideration. 

The book contains over 
fifty papers from the  
conference, spanning  

430 A4 pages.  
Bronwyn Lowden, talented 

daughter of Mechanics’  
Institutes of Victoria  

Secretary Jim) has  
produced an excellent  

colour cover design. The 
publication is also available 

in CD version.This is the 
second edition of this  

publication —the first hav-
ing been available only in 
CD format and only for  
those who attended the 
conference in September  



 

 

SPECIAL ARTICLE by Christine Worthington 
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The Origins of the Prahran Technical Art School  
 

 The original objectives of mechanics’ institutes always incorporated education—they 
were, after all, the first community and workers education facilities. According to the Prahran 
Mechanics’ Institute’s first rules of 1854: 

The object of this Institution are, the mental and moral improvement and rational recreation of 
its Members, by means of Lectures, Discussions, Library, Reading Rooms, Classes, Museum,  
Philosophical Apparatus, &c. 

 Though readings and debates were held at the Prahran Mechanics’ Institute through the 
1850s and 60s, the first classes were not held there until the 1870s. It appears that several 
attempts were made by the Institute to establish a permanent school, with varying degrees of 
success. 
 In response to the Victorian Technological Commission’s offer to subsidise technical art 
and design schools, the committee advertised in the Prahran Telegraph in August 1870 asking 
for assistance in forming a “Technological School of Design” (see below). The first teacher was 
a Mr John P. Peppercorn, who had taught at the St. Kilda School of Industrial Art and South 
Yarra School of Design, and had been in the process of setting up his own classes at the  
Oddfellows Hall in Prahran. A man named John McKenzie, also of the South Yarra School later 
assisted him. Peppercorn’s  classes (of two hours duration on Friday evenings) were held in 
French, art, and phonography (Pitman’s shorthand). There was an initial enrolment of 40  
students, and the Prahran Telegraph reported in 1872 that “The Prahran School of Arts held 
at the Mechanics' Institute is flourishing with good attendances under Mr Peppercorn”. Those 
classes appear to have ceased by 1879.  

 Advertisements appeared in the Telegraph from 1884 through to 1893 offering classes 
“for Matriculation, Civil service, Public service & Pharmacy examinations”. These classes were  
conducted, initially by R. Livingstone, BA (“Honourman Melbourne University”) and later by a 
man named Warren Ball. There is no evidence of these classes in the Institute’s minutes, and 
though it is likely that the men simply rented space in the building, the words ‘mechanics’  
institute’ featured prominently in all advertisements. By the 1890s the Institute was  
struggling financially, and under its by then elderly Secretary, George Cross, the building and 
library were falling into a severe state of decline. 
 Many mechanics’ institutes, and especially their libraries, never recovered from the 
1890s depression, and it did appear that the situation was hopeless for Prahran. Much was 
written in the local papers about the scandalous predicament of the Institute at that time. The 
decision of the committee to carry on at that point was a brave one, as the membership was 
down to ten, the building was a mess, and much of the library collection was unfit for  
borrowing.  
 With some help from the former trustees, the Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Act No. 1617 
was presented to the Victorian Parliament as a private members bill, and enacted on 27  
October 1899. The Act ensured local council representation on the committee, with the Mayor 
of Prahran as president. With the legislation in place, it was time to start again, practically 
from scratch. 
 The committee advertised for a new secretary, though they were not in a position to  
offer much by way of salary. They were fortunate to have an applicant of the calibre of John 
Henry (Harry) Furneaux and they were not to regret their choice. Furneaux had worked in his 
family’s local timber business and had served on the Prahran Council from 1892-1899. He 
had also served as secretary of the local ratepayers group, as a Commissioner    

2005 is the 90th Anniversary of the building at 140 High Street, Prahran.  
To mark the occasion each newsletter this year will feature a short article about 
various aspects of the building and the people and events surrounding it.  
The first of these concerns the origins of the Prahran Technical Art School  

at Chapel Street, leading to the move to High Street 



 

 

SPECIAL ARTICLE (cont.) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 
on the Board of Works and as a member of the local Board of Advice which oversaw local 
schools. He is noted for having been a very motivated and public-spirited person. 
 Furneaux first gave his attention to the welfare of the building and library. He soon 
found that his efforts translated to community support and subscriptions, and the Institute 
was again functional and holding regular fund-raising activities. It was soon time to address 
the practical side of the Institute. Cookery classes were successfully held at the Institute in 
1905-6, but were discontinued for reasons which are unclear.  
 Mr Thomas Fisher Levick was employed in June 1908 as art instructor on a part-time  
basis. He was not just a suburban art-master, but a professional, who had studied in England 
and Europe, and was a very experienced teacher. Classes were confined to one room at the 
rear of the building but within a year they were registered with the Department of Education 
as the Prahran Technical Art School. At the end of 1909 there were 78 students and another 
room was allocated for classes. At the end of 1910 there were 140 students. 
 Levick moved on in 1913 and to replace him, Mr W.R. Dean was appointed to the  
position. Dean had just returned from his studies in England and Europe. He continued the 
art classes and developed architecture and building branches of the school. At the end of 
1913 there were 259 students enrolled. In 1913-14 there were 1500 applicants and nearly 
1200 of them had to seek acceptance at Swinburne Technical College or the Working Men’s 
College. Millinary and dressmaking classes were introduced but had to be disbanded, because 
it proved too difficult to use the same room for three or more subjects. 
 The St.Kilda and Malvern Advertiser reported that at this time: 

 The interest in this branch of the Institute’s work grew, and more students were enrolled, 
but the ever-present lack of space prevented advancement. Meanwhile the once paralysed 
Institute had become not only vigorous and rejuvenated, but wealthy, and the committee 
decided upon a step which was characterised by its boldness, viz., to purchase land in High 
Street, and there to erect a building which should meet all requirements, and to offer its 
use to the Government practically rent free. 

 Secretary Furneaux suggested that the Chapel Street property might be sold in order to 
purchase or construct a larger building. According to L.B. McCalman in Pioneer and Hardy 
Survivor: 

A special meeting of the members supported this proposal unanimously, but after further 
consideration, the Institute retained the Chapel Street property, deciding to acquire two 
houses in High Street and a piece of land at the rear facing St. John Street .. An amendment 
to the Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Act enabled the Institute to mortgage the Chapel Street 
property, a bank loan was obtained, the Prahran Council agreed to give a subsidy of ₤300 a 
year. 

Cr. Rupert Nicholson is given credit for making the whole venture possible, by his  
arrangement of the financing. He organised a Bill through Parliament authorising repayment 
for the building by instalments, saving the Institute ₤10,000 in interest. 

In May 1914 the Institute’s committee approached the Education Minister, Sir  
Alexander Peacock, and offered to erect a ₤14,000 building providing for a fully developed 
junior and senior Technical Art School, on the condition that the Government equip, staff, 

and maintain the school. The government 
would be permitted use of the building 
for 33 years at a cost of 20 shillings per 
year. The Minister said that it was the 
most generous offer he had ever seen.  
 

TO BE CONTINUED  
NEXT NEWSLETTER:: 
THE ARCHITECT— 

ERNEST HORATIO WILLIS 
Advertisement in Prahran Telegraph 6 August 1870 



 

 

 We were happy once again with the  
response to our annual History Essay  
Competition last year. The competition is open 
to students in Years 9 and 10, and asks  
participants to write 1500 words on the history 
of an ancestor or grandparent. 
 Congratulations to our 2004 winners: 
FIRST PRIZE—Phoebe Nash (Year 9, Methodist 
Ladies' College) Phoebe received a certificate of 
First Prize and $200 
SECOND PRIZE—Katherine Goswell (a.15, Mac 
Robertson Girls High School) Katherine  
received a certificate of Second Prize and a $50 
vocucher from: 
 
HONOURABLE 
MENTION certificates were awarded to Caitlin 
Louth (a.14, Mac.Robertson Girls High School) 
and  Simone de Morton (Year 9, Carey Baptist 
Grammar School) 
 Thank you to all participating students 
and schools, and a special thank you to Judy 
Buckrich for judging the final winners, and  
Borders for their valuable sponsorship. 

 Those members who have visited the  
Library recently will have noticed a few changes.
 Due to a lack of space, it was decided in 
2004 by the Committee to sell off a substantial 
section of the general collection in order to 
make room for the expanding historical  
collection. The library held a book sale in late 
2004 and about half the books put up for sale 
were sold, those remaining were donated to 
Prahran Mission.  
 A small general collection still remains and 
we will continue to buy the latest fiction books 
for this collection, but the collection will take up 
a much smaller shelf area.  
 Last month the library purchased a new 
administration computer. The old administra-
tion computer has now become the Members 
Computer which is situated in the reading room 
and connected to our online catalogue and the 
Internet. This will make it easier for our  
members to use the catalogue and other  
historical and genealogical resources available 
on the World Wide Web. 
 Some members may not be aware that we 
have videos in our collection that are available 
for loan. Living Melbourne 1896-1910 is a    
fascinating glimpse of Melbourne 100 years ago, 
including the Melbourne Cup of 1896; the visit 

NEWS & EVENTS (cont.) 
of the Duke and Duchess of York in 1901, and 
the earliest documentary about Melbourne, 
filmed in 1910. We also have the following  
videos in our collection:  
 

Main stream Melbourne: the River Yarra on film  
Bayside reflections: Port Phillip Bay on film (parts 
1 and 2)  Living Ballarat 1901-1941   Melbourne: 
films of the fifties   Border images: Albury-
Wodonga, 1920s-1970s   Geelong and district: 
moving memories 1911-1950s  Vintage Sunraysia 
and the Mallee: moving memories 1920s-1950s  
Home town Lake Tyers: the story of the Lake Tyers 
Aboriginal Mission  The history of  
Broadmeadows 1803-1987; and Part 3 the 1990s 
  Life at Little Lon  Efftee's Australia: the  

documentary output of Australia's first talkie  
studio  Newsreel nostalgia  Australia in World 
War One  Home front 1939-1945: Australia's 
WWII newsreels  At the front 1939-1945:  
Australia's WWII newsreels   The other river: a 
history of the Maribyrnong River  Riverboats  
remembered: Murray paddlesteamers on film 
1920s-1970s. 

 Lyn Ross, who volunteered in the Library 
from June 2002, has moved on after obtaining 
work at her local post office. Lyn’s made a great 
contribution to the Library—she indexed a  
significant portion of the Institute’s minute 
books, helped out during lectures and other  
activities and greatly assisted the Library during 
last year’s conference. Thank you Lyn, we wish 
you all the best. 
 Volunteer Alice Sephton continues to attend 
the Library on a weekly basis, indexing archival 
records. 
 Christine Worthington is currently  
attending a short course in Adobe InDesign—
some of the software purchased for PMI Press 
last year. 

 

Q. Are there any disabled carparks near the  
     library? 
 

A. There is one disabled space in the carpark 
on the west side of the PMI building, and 
four spaces opposite the entrance to the 
David Williamson Theatre (behind PMI, off 
St. John Street). All of these spaces require a 
Swinburne University parking permit. If you 
let PMI staff know that you intend to visit, 
we can arrange a temporary permit for you. 
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Collection News by Tim McKenna 

2004 History Competition 

Staff and Volunteer News 

Frequently Asked Questions ... 



 

 

General Collection 
 

Sidetracked / Henning Mankell     Embers / Sandor Marai 
Trace / Patricia Cornwell      Lunch with a soldier / Derek Hansen 
Brother and sister / Joanna Trollope    Thirteen steps down / Ruth Rendell 
The winter queen / Boris Akunin     Killer smile / Lisa Scottoline 
Hour game / David Baldacci     Homeland / Clare Francis 
Old boys / Charles McCarry     Dancing with strangers / Inga Clendinnen 
The kite runner / Khaled Hosseini [Donor S. Schneider] Call for the dead / John Le Carre 
Morality for beautiful girls / Alexander McCall Smith [Donor G. Bride] 
The full cupboard of life / Alexander McCall Smith [Donor G. Bride] 
Philippa's folly / Louise Couper [Donor R. McCausland] 
The extraordinary vogage of Pytheas the Greek: the man who discovered Britain / Barry Cunliffe [Donor I. Badger] 
The line of beauty / Alan Hollinghurst [Donor K. Dunstan] 
The seven ordeals of Count Cagliostro: the greatest enchanter of the Eighteenth century / Iain McCalman [Donor S. 
Schneider] 
Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow murders / John Mortimer 
Plus … the books for Book Month 2005 have been purchased for the collection: for titles see page 3 
 

Historical Collection 
 

General, Local Histories 
The inner suburbs: the evolution of an industrial area / Bernard Barrett [Donor L. Ross] 
Melbourne sketchbook / W.H. Newnham and Unk White [Donor L. Ross] 
A new city: photographs of Melbourne's land boom / edited by Ian Morrison [Donor I. Badger] 
Royal Arcade Melbourne / Buchan Laird & Bawden Architects & Planners [Donor L. Huddle] 
Journal of Australian colonial history vol.5 2004 [Donor D. Barker] 
Historic Port Melbourne produces the goods: a calendar for 2005 [Donor Port Melbourne Historical Society] 
High Street traders of Mansfield 1854-2000 and early Highett Street North traders / Pat Arbuthnot and Sheila Hutchinson 

NEWS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

  

 “ALIA Vic Specials” is a special interest 
group  of the Australian Library and  
Information Association (the professional 
body of librarians). The group creates  
opportunities for special library staff to visit a 
variety of other special libraries, and meet 
their staff. 
 Special libraries are usually small  
libraries which specialise in a particular  
subject area (such as a company library or 
hospital library might). Last year the group 
visited libraries at Philanthropy Australia, and 
the Immigration Museum. 
 On Wednesday evening, 16 February, the 
ALIA Vic Specials group visited the Prahran  
Mechanics’ Institute - a classic example of a  
special library. Christine gave a talk about the 
Library’s history, collection and catalogue and 
invited the groupto look around the library 
and ask  
questions.  
 This was an excellent opportunity to  
promote the library collection to thirty special 
library staff, and we thank ALIA Vic Specials 
for their visit. An article about the Institute 
will appear in the next Vic Specials Newsletter. 

  

 The next meeting of the Mechanics’  
Institute Libraries Group will be held in March 
at the Ballaarat Mechanics’ Institute.  
 PMI hosted the first of these meetings in 
April 2004, and provided MI libraries staff 
with an opportunity to discuss issues  
affecting their respective libraries. 
 Though the libraries developed  
independently of one another they have much 
in common. 

 

 In 1885 the then Secretary Librarian 
Bruce Turner had an article about the PMI 
published in the journal Margin: Life and  
Letters of Early Australia (No. 15). The article 
was written at a pivotal time when the  
Victorian and Local History Collection was in 
its infancy. 
 An update article written by Christine  
Worthington appeared in the November 2004  
issue of Margin (No. 64). Margin is held in the 
library collection—read both to catch a 
glimpse of past and present! 

ALIA Vic Specials Visit MI Libraries 

PMI Appears in Margin Journal 



 

 

Tarnagulla and district: the way it was / Edna and Ken Arnold 
Footscray at the flicks: a nostalgic glimpse at how the population of Footscray went to the movies over 100 years / Roger 
Seccombe 
Echoes of the past: a history of Newham and Cobaw / Jannyse Williams 
Lorne: a living history / Doug Stirling  
Surviving the six o'clock swill: a history of Darebin's hotels / Gary Edge 
Recollections: 20th century Ballarat / Max Harris and Peter Butters 
The Hastings fishermen and the history of fishing at Hastings on Western Port / Bruce Bennett  
Hastings people and places vol.1/ edited by Shirley Davies, Beryl Stockton and Edith Torokfalvy  
I remember that…' [Snake Valley oral history] / Leanne Beeson-Canty and Maria Edmondson 
Walhalla heyday / G.F. James and C.G. Lee [Donor L. Ross] 
Sandringham: a sketchbook history / Thomas Sheehy [Donor I. Badger] 
Echuca. Moama: Murray River neighbours / Helen Coulson [Donor J. Casanader] 
A history of the City of Springvale: constellation of communities / G.M. Hibbins [Donor L. Ross] 
Story of the Dandenongs / Helen Coulson [Donor L. Ross] 
Stawell: past and present / Maynard Ord [2002 facsimile reprint of 1896 book] 
The Strzeleckis: a new future for the Heartbreak Hills / W.S. Noble [Donor P. Strang] 
From swampland to farmland: a history of Koo-Wee-Rup flood protection district / David Roberts [Donor D. Catrice] 
Bright and district by road and track / Gloria Harman and John Brownlie 1979 [Donor D. Catrice] 
Notes on Gippsland history: vol.1: the exploration of Gippsland / Reverend George Cox, edited by John D. Adams 1983  
 [Donor D. Catrice] 
Historic Port Fairy [booklet] [Donor L. Huddle] 
A most complete establishment: Proudfoot's Boathouse, Hopkins River, Warrnambool / Carlotta Kellaway  
 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Welcome and farewell: the story of Station Pier / Jill Barnard with Sonia Jennings [Donor Department of Infrastructure] 
Tyntyndyer Homestead: a short history / compiled and illustrated by R.G. Holloway [Donor L. Ross] 
Walking Melbourne's Domain Parklands / L. Oscar Slater [Donor O. Slater] 
In the public interest: 150 years of the Victorian Auditor-General's Office / Peter Yule [Donor Auditor General's Office] 
Investment in Australian economic development 1861-1900 / N.G. Butlin (1964) [Donor I. Badger] 
Sir William Stawell and the Victorian constitution / Charles Parkinson 
Federation / edited with a commentary by Scott Bennett [Donor I. Badger] 
Victoria's north east: hills and valleys of green and gold: regional information series vol.3 chap.4 1980 [Donor D. Catrice] 
Discovering Mount Buffalo / Philip Ingamells 2001 [Donor D. Catrice] 
The Dandenong Ranges by road and track / Sandra Bardwell 1981 [Donor D. Catrice] 
The Australian experience: essays in Australian land settlement and resource management / edited by R.L. Heathcote for  
 International Geographical Congress 1988 [Donor D. Catrice] 
The Olympic Games, Melbourne 1956 [Donor L. Ross] 
Homesteads of Victoria 1836-1900 / Maurice Cantlon [Donor L. Ross] 
Werribee Park / designed by Annie Stevens [Donor L. Huddle] 
A walk through Italian Carlton / Celestina Sagazio [Donor L. Huddle] 
Walking tour of St. James Park, Hawthorn [booklet, vertical file] [Donor L. Huddle] 
Gardens, homesteads and unique properties of the Southern Grampians 2000 [booklet, vertical file] [Donor L. Huddle] 
Report on historic government records: inner suburban municipalities / David Harris and Renate Howe [Donor L. Huddle] 
Victoria 1851: population, churches, schools, public works, produce and stock, manufactures, mines and fisheries: extracts 
 from the 'blue book of statistics for the colony of Victoria 1851' / Melbourne, Public Record Office  
 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Port Phillip expenditure accounts for the year 1841: summaries of treasury vouchers / Melbourne, the Public Record  
 Office [Donor L. Huddle] 
The changing face of Geelong: Geelong Art Gallery 13th December - 28th January (Gallery catalogue) [Donor L. Huddle] 
National Wool Centre, Geelong / Geelong Regional Commission [Donor L. Huddle] 
Geelong: the first 150 years (day by day) / Peter Begg [Donor L. Huddle] 
Melbourne on my mind: a series of radio talks from the Melbourne studios of the ABC, produced by Ken Taylor 2001  
 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Potatoes, piers and panoramas: a living history of the Bellarine Peninsula / David Williams (chiefly illustrated)  
 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Historic Kyneton: guidebook and map with walking tours / D.G.M. Francis [Donor L. Huddle] 
Geelong the pivot 2nd ed. / Ian Wynd [Donor L. Huddle] 
The history of Prahran 1925-1990 / Sally Wilde [Donor L. Huddle] 
Southern invasion northern conquest: story of the founding of Melbourne / Rex Harcourt [Donor L. Huddle] 
 

Heritage & Conservation 
A heritage handbook / edited by Graeme Davison and Chris McConville [Donor L. Huddle] 
A presence for the past: a report by the Committee of Review - Commonwealth owned heritage properties [Donor L.  
 Huddle] 
Housing Commission, Victoria, Australia April 1971 [booklet] [Donor L. Huddle] 
Archaeological excavation: notes on principles and techniques: technical series no.7 June 1981 / Victoria Archaeological 
Survey [Donor L. Huddle] 
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Looking after heritage places: the basics of heritage planning for managers, landowners and administrators / Michael  
 Pearson and Sharon Sullivan [Donor L. Huddle] 
Protecting local heritage places: a guide for communities [Donor L. Huddle] 
The essential past: a series of 12 ABC radio talks about selected National Trust projects and problems in South Eastern  
 Australia / edited by Don Muchmore 1969 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Forest archaeology manual / Anne McConnell [Donor L. Huddle] 
Maldon Historic Reserve Management Plan April 1989 / Dept of Conservation, Forests and Lands [Donor D. Catrice] 
Method papers: East Gippsland and Central Highlands joint forest projects vol.2: cultural values / Australian Heritage  
 Commission and Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Victoria 1994 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Conservation management plan: Patent Septaria Cement Works site off Fossil Beach, The Esplanade, Mornington, Victoria / 
  Peter Wood [Donor L. Huddle] 
Bellarine Heritage Study: historical archaeological survey: a report to Cultural Heritage Consultants, Centre for Australian  
 Studies, Deakin University, Geelong and the City of Greater Geelong / Fiona Weaver, Practical Archaeology Services 
  [Donor L. Huddle] 
Bellarine Heritage Study: volume one - the report / Huddle, Lowe, Lewis, Francis: cultural heritage consultants,  
 archaeology, architecture, history; Centre for Australian Studies, Deakin University 1996 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Prahran conservation study: identification of buildings and areas of major significance / Nigel Lewis and Associates,  
 Architects and Conservation Planners 1983? [Donor D. Catrice] 
Alton and Hascombe, Alton Road, Mount Macedon: conservation analysis, policies and use options / Nigel Lewis and  
 Associates 1986 [Donor Daniel Catrice] 
Unused roads in Victoria: an historical and geographical assessment and management critique: discussion paper / Peter B. 
  Cabena, State Forests and Lands Service December 1985 [Donor Daniel Catrice] 
Port Phillip coastal study 1977 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Tyabb Public Cemetery: conservation analysis report, statement of cultural significance, statement of conservation policy  
 and conservation management plan / Genevieve Hunt [Donor L. Huddle] 
The lonely grave, Phillip Island 3922: conservation strategy / Graeme Burgan [Donor L. Huddle] 
A preliminary report on two culturally significant places on Phillip Island: the lonely grave and Edward's Tree / Graeme  
 Burgan [Donor L. Huddle]  
National guidelines for the conservation of cemeteries / Australian Council of National Trusts 1996 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Early services - aqueduct: the engineering principle behind the function of the Roman aqueducts and an extant structure,  
 the Barwon Sewer Aqueduct / Vincent Koh 1998 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Geelong Trust talk: newsletter for the Geelong Branch of the National Trust: April 1978-May 2004 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Heritage: journal of the Australian Council of National Trusts: 8 issues [Donor L. Huddle] 
Historic environment: journal of the Council for the Historic Environment vol.1 no.3 1981 to vol.17 no.2 2003 (some  
 missing) [Donor L. Huddle] 
The Sunday Craft Market at Gisborne: a case study of place / Rod Charles [Donor L. Huddle] 
Creswick Town Hall, Creswick: conservation analysis report / Ashley W. Greenwood 1991 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Narrapumelap and the Lions of Wickliffe / Allan Willingham [Donor L. Huddle] 
A study into the refurbishment of a culturally significant residential building in Victoria: a case study of the refurbishment  
 of 192-194 The Avenue, Parkville / Rade Trajcevski [building research project 1996, building research dissertation  
 1997] [Donor L. Huddle] 
Historic Buildings Council: Warrock Homestead 1991 / Econsult (Australia) Pty Ltd [Donor L. Huddle] 
 

Biographical & Autobiographical Works 
A biography: Ruxton [Bruce Ruxton] / Anne Blair 
MacRobertson: the chocolate king / Jill Robertson 
Monash: the outsider who won a war / Roland Perry 
A tradition of giving: seventy-five years of Myer family philanthropy / Michael Liffman 
Sir John Franklin in Tasmania 1837-1843 / Kathleen Fitzpatrick [Donor I. Badger] 
The lives of Valentines / Michael Macgeorge [Booklet] [2 copies] [Donor M. Macgeorge] 
Hold page one: memoirs of Monty Grover, editor / Michael Cannon [Donor M. Phillips] 
Nana and Pa: the history of the Olston family of Powell Street, Yarraville [Donor Malvern Historical Society] 
Victor Kennedy: in pursuit of sunlight / Marina Cavill [Donor I. Badger] 
Send the boy to the sea: the memoirs of a sailor on the goldfields / James Montagu Smith [Donor I. Badger] 
Huge deal: the fortunes and follies of Hugh D. McIntosh / Frank Van Straten [Donor F. Van Straten] 
 

Genealogy, Records & Indexes 
Genealogical research directory: national and international 2004 / Keith A. Johnson and Malcolm R. Sainty [Donor C.  
 Worthington] 
Mooroopna Cemetery headstone transcriptions 1852-2003 addendum / Anna Doncon [Donor A. Doncon] 
 

Churches, Schools & Community Services 
100 years of Stradbroke West: school and district 1886-1986 / Cathy Mowat [Donor D. Catrice] 
Always your voice will call: a celebration of the diamond jubilee of MacRobertson Girls' High School 1934-1994 [2 copies]  
 [Donor W. Farrow] 
Geelong Grammar School: the first historical phase / P.L. Brown [Donor L. Huddle] 
Blazing a trail: Catholic education in Victoria 1963-1980 / Anne O'Brien [Donor M. Phillips] 
A centennial celebration: Melbourne Girls Grammar: permanent art collection: exhibition catalogue 16th-22nd May,  
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 2003 / Caroline Clemente [Donor L. Huddle] 
History of the first 50 years of the Anglican Church of St. Mary's, Camberwell South [Donor M. Phillips] 
Rural village to urban surge: a history of the Presbyterian congregation at Hawthorn, Victoria / F. Maxwell Bradshaw  
 [Donor L. Ross] 
Australian Jewish Historical Society journal [various, plus indexes] [Donor J. Buckrich] 
The Australian Jewish experience: a colloquium: papers presented on 26 August 1997 to honour Rabbi Dr. John S. Levi  
 [Donor J. Buckrich] 
50 years of serving those in need: a history of the Australian-German Welfare Society Inc. 1954-2004 / Walter W.J.  
 Uhlenbruch  including: A history of the Tabulam Nursing Home and subsequently Tabulam and Templer Homes for 
 the Aged Inc / Otto Lobert [Donor I. Kasapyan] 
Payment by results: Kew Cottage's first 100 years 1887-1987 / Arthur Lloyd [Donor D. Catrice] 
A community of care: 50 years of health care in Apollo Bay and the Otways / Peter Griffiths 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Victoria / Elizabeth Mary Bond  
 

Australian Architecture, Art & Literature 
What house is that?: a guide to Victoria's housing styles / Heritage Victoria [booklet] [2 copies] [Donor G. Austin] 
Australia's home: why Australians built the way they did / Robin Boyd [Donor L. Huddle] 
Hilda Rix Nicholas: her life and art / John Pigot 
Henry Handel Richardson: a life / Michael Ackland 
The heart garden: Sunday Reed and Heide / Janine Burke  
Bates and Smart: 150 years of Australian architecture / Philip Goad 
Lina Bryans: rare modern 1909-2000 / Gillian Forwood 
Charles Conder: the last bohemian / Ann Galbally 
Murder in Montparnasse: a Phryne Fisher mystery / Kerry Greenwood [Donor D. Nicholas] 
Queen of the flowers: a Phryne Fisher mystery / Kerry Greenwood [Donor D. Nicholas] 
Association of sculptors of Victoria: survey 1933-1985 [Donor I. Badger] 
Walter Burley Griffin: a re-view: Monash University Gallery 1988 [Donor L. Huddle] 
Early Melbourne architecture 1840 to 1888: a photographic record [Donor L. Huddle] 
The Australian ugliness / Robin Boyd [Donor L. Huddle] 
The recollections of Geoffry Hamlyn [fiction] / Henry Kingsley 
The getting of wisdom [fiction] / Henry Handel Richardson 
An Australian girl [fiction] / Catherine Martin 
Buffalo: the Mount Buffalo murder mystery [fiction] / Michael Jorgensen  
 

Transport 
A rail of two cities: a history of the Sydney to Melbourne railway / Marc Fiddian 
Transcontinental train odyssey: the Ghan, the Khyber, the globe / Tim Fischer 
Romance of Australian trams / John Larkins, Bruce Howard [Donor I. Badger] 
Bay steamers and coastal ferries: update 1988 / Jack Loney [Donor D. Catrice] 
 

Miscellaneous 
Mapmakers of Fortuna: a history of the Army Survey Regiment / Valerie Lovejoy 
Clearings: six colonial gardeners and their landscapes / Paul Fox 
The A-Z of traditional cures and remedies / Dulcie Lewis 
The emigrant family / Alexander Harris, edited by W.S. Ramson  [Donor I. Badger] 
Calico ceilings: the women of Eureka / Susan Kruss 
Women in Australian history: with particular reference to Glynwylln near Stawell, Victoria in the 
1850s and 1860s / Mrs E.M. Gilbert [Donor M. Gilbert] 
Spaces in her day: Australian women's diaries of the 1920s and 1930s / Katie Holmes [Donor M. Phillips] 
Mother superior woman inferior / Josie Arnold [Donor M. Phillips] 
Gardenesque: a celebration of Australian gardening / Richard Aitken 
Significant trees of South Gippsland / Mary Ellis 
Papers presented at the Historic Gardens Conference: 'Rippon Lea', Melbourne 16 April 1986 / Ministry for Planning and 
Environment and Historic Buildings Council Victoria [Donor D. Catrice] 
Boston Athenaeum: reports for 2002 [Donor R. Wendorf] 
Boston Athenaeum: reports for 2003 [Donor R. Wendorf] 
Look again: essays on the Boston Athenaeum's art collections / Michael Wentworth [Donor R. Wendorf] 
Designing the Boston Athenaeum 10 1/2 at 150 / Catharina Slautterback [Donor R. Wendorf] 
Renovation photographs by Shellburne Thurber of the Boston Athenaeum / essay by Deborah Martin Kao [Donor R.  
 Wendorf] 
The golden age of the Argonauts: a celebration of Australia's best-loved radio program for children / Rob Johnson  
 [Donor I. Badger] 
Shipwrecks and sea adventures around Wilsons Promontory / Jack Loney 1982 [Donor D. Catrice] 
Berry Street Foundling Home. Cookery book 4th edition: nostalgia reprint [Donor L. Huddle] 
Joe Cinque's consolation / Helen Garner 
The second decade to remember 1994-2004: a history of the second decade of the Chelsea Probus Club Inc. [Donor R.  
 Jacobs] 
Hansen and Yuncken Pty Ltd: master builders, civil engineers [Donor L. Huddle] 
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If undeliverable please return to: 
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute and Circulating Library 
Victorian and Local History  
PO Box 1080, Windsor  VIC  3181 

 Book Covering 
Do you have any books you would like  
to have covered for their protection?    

P.M.I. staff will cover paperbacks for $1.50 each 
or hardbacks with dust covers for $2.50 each.   

Maximum of five books at a time please.   
This service is strictly for members only. 
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