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Meticulously researched over a period of  ten years, 
material was retrieved from both national and 
international sources. Fifteen chapters examine the 
various aspects of  island life since the 1800s - farms, 
felons, and fun, the latter,  in spite of  the isolation and 
hardships. A fresh look is taken at the question of  
the island’s discovery: was it really the French? What 
role did Archdeacon Hindley play in regard to the 
administration of  the circuitous Dyott endowment?  
And was it really something as simple as a stunning 
aerial photograph of  the pelican rookeries on the 
island that turned the tide against Western Port 
development in the late sixties, early seventies? The 
work contains an extensive bibliography and includes 
some 200 photographs, charts, and drawings, most 
never before published.

Ruth Gooch has ... ... skilfully located many of  those skilfully located many of  those 
isolated references which are often only found by isolated references which are often only found by 
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happenstance or serendipity. The stories which are told happenstance or serendipity. The stories which are told in the actual words of  the participants in the actual words of  the participants 
and infoand informants rmants means that we are brought into the immediate presence of  those means that we are brought into the immediate presence of  those who lived on who lived on 
or visited French Island.or visited French Island.   (Niel Gunson, Foreword)


