
Design for Living
A History of ‘Prahran Tech’

Judith Buckrich

ORDER FORM

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Postal Address _______________________________________________________________________

Phone (Business  Hours) ________________ Email  Address _________________________________

Unit Price Quantity Total
Design for Living: a History of  ‘Prahran Tech’

ISBN 9780975600085 ; pbk 276 B5 pages
$35

Postage & handling ($8 within Victoria, $10 other states, multiple copies additional $4)
ABN 13164635256 Prices include GST Total

Please make cheques/money orders payable to 
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute PressPrahran Mechanics’ Institute Press  
and send with this order form to:  

PMI Press, PO Box 1080, Windsor  VIC  3181
Further information and order forms at 

www.pmi.net.au/press.htm or ph (03) 9510 3393 

Prahran mechanics’  institute press

 Prahran Tech began in 1915 as a combined secondary 
and tertiary school set up, and largely paid for, by the Prahran 
Mechanics’ Institute and Prahran Council. By the 1960s it had 
grown, from undistinguished but always respectable beginnings, 
to become Australia’s most innovative art school.
 Its business school had one of  the state’s fi rst computer 
sections and it ran many innovative programs in its general studies 
section. Prahran Tech had Australia’s fi rst planned parenthood 
clinic and on-campus crèche.
 Despite constant fi nancial diffi culties, threats and changes 
forced upon by the education establishment, it remained a great 
art school till its demise in 1991. Its secondary section heroically 
catered for the changing times, though it suffered much from 
underfunding. 
 At its demise Associate Professor Noel Hutchison 
summarised its fate: ‘A very good but unpretentious art and 
design school will have been destroyed by political insensitivity 
and educational myopia.’ (Prahran Fine Art Graduate Show 
Catalogue 1991)
 Using archival material and interviews with many of  the 
school’s luminaries, Dr Judith Buckrich has brought the Tech 
and its times back to life. 


